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When doctors gather, all medical fields are discussed. ' 

Highlights of the annual meeting of the American Medical 

Association are reported on the following pages. 
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DEATH RATI The annual death rate per 100,000 population is shown 


for men with a history of regular smoking only. The rate is by the number 
of cigarettes smoked per day. 
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LIGHTNING STRIKES—In the western United States valuable mountain 
forests are destroyed each year by lightning fires. In the Arizona-New Mexico 


area 79% to 84°C of all forest fires are caused by lightning, with the Idabo- 


Montana area running a Close second with 69% to 71 of all fires being 
lightning-caused. 
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Radiation Sickness Pill 


While scientists and the public alike debate the dan- 
gers of radiation, scientists have developed a pill that may 
protect the individual against these dangers. 
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Chemical Cuts Water Loss 


At a time when demand for water is growing, a chemi- 
cal offers a solution to water loss through evaporation, a 
problem faced by nations throughout the world. 
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WATER CONSERV ATION—Lloyd O. Timblin, Jr., and Quentin Florey, 

laboratory physicists with the Bureau of Reclamation, are testing the surface 

film pressure of hexadecanol on the water at Rattlesnake Reservoir, Colo., b) ; 
applications of oil. Science News Letter 
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Weather, Oceans and Climate 


The atmosphere, a vast ocean of air surrounding the 
earth, will be probed most intensively during the International 
Geophysical Year, resulting in improved weather forecasts. 
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U.S. WEATHER FROM 4,000 MILES—How a black-and-white television 

picture of the earth's weather might look from a satellite 4,000 miles above 

imarillo, Texas, on a June 21 is shown in this U. 8. Weather Bureau draw- 
ing. A cyclonic storm covers much of central United States 
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